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CLAWSON MAN SENTENCED ON CHILD PORNOGRAPHY CHARGES 

A 42-year-old Clawson, Michigan man, who possessed over a thousand images of child 

pornography, was sentenced to five years in prison in federal court today, Acting United States 

Attorney Terrence Berg announced. Joining in the announcement was Brian Moskowitz, 

Special Agent-In-Charge of the Department of Homeland Security, Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) in Detroit. 

Thomas Kennard pleaded guilty to receipt and possession of child pornography before 

United States District Judge Marianne O. Battani in Detroit, Michigan on September 8, 2008. 

The information presented to the court at the time of the plea established that from January 

2006 through February 2006, special agents from the Bureau of Immigrations and Customs 

Enforcement identified KENNARD through “Operation Emissary” an investigative effort 

focused on identifying and apprehending individuals purchasing subscription access to child 

pornographic websites. Investigation by special agents from ICE revealed that KENNARD 

used a credit card to purchase access to a members-only child pornographic website where 

approximately 490 images were viewed and or downloaded. 

ICE agents conducted a search of KENNARD’s home and seized a computer and related 



computer items which revealed over 1700 images of child pornography with children ranging 

from 4 to 16 years of age. 

Acting United States Attorney Berg said, “Federal laws targeting the child pornography 

trade aim to eliminate the victimization of children everywhere, because those who possess 

child pornography create the market for images of child sexual abuse. We will prosecute these 

crimes vigorously.” 

This case was brought as part of Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initiative 

to combat the growing epidemic of child sexual exploitation and abuse launched in May 2006 

by the Department of Justice. Led by United States Attorneys’ Offices and the Criminal 

Division's Child Exploitation and Obscenity Section (CEOS), Project Safe Childhood marshals 

federal, state and local resources to better locate, apprehend and

 prosecute individuals who exploit children via the Internet, as well as to identify and rescue 

victims. For more information about Project Safe Childhood, please visit 

www.projectsafechildhood.gov. 

In issuing the sentence of 60 months in prison, Judge Battani observed that the 

continued victimization of children through the distribution of these images via the internet is 

one of the most serious harms from these offenses and that the demand created by customers 

like Kennard perpetuates the marketplace. 

This case was prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney John O’Brien and Special 

Agent Daniel Ben-Meir. 
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